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Greenhouse Malmö - An organic treat 

A new 14 floor climate-smart apartment building called “Greenhouse” will be built in the urban eco profile 

district of Augustenborg in Malmö, Sweden. The Greenhouse is innovative in energy and environmental 

technology with passive house standard and smart grids, green and garden roofs and smart and easy solutions 

for recycling. The residents will all have their own 22 

square meter balcony, suitable and designed for growing 

their own veggies and flowers of choice. Via their smart 

phones, the residents will be able to control the lighting 

in the apartment and a green light in the kitchen will 

indicate when solar energy is available.  

The project also consists of twelve climate-smart small townhouses and an eco-profile preschool.   The 

building will be built during 2014 and the residents will move in in the beginning of 2015. Link: (Swedish) 

http://www.mkbfastighet.se/templates/NewApartmentsProject.aspx?id=297624 

 

SEAPS the Crete Story… 

After organizing 5 thematic workshops and 2 roundtables, the Regional Energy Agency of Crete is finally 

pleased to announce a successful momentum in Crete with regards to the “Covenant of Mayors” and the 

development of new SEAPs. Currently we have 12 signatories and 5 submitted SEAPs while another 7 are 

currently under submission process.    

The municipalities of Heraklion, Hersonissos, Minoa Pediados, Festos and Rethymno were the first to submit 

their SEAPs within the last 2 years (2012 and 2013), and the municipal councils are committed to a total CO2 

reduction of more than 25% compared to the emissions of 2011 by the year 2020. 

Moreover, REAC supports municipal Energy Teams of Apokorona, PLatania, 

Anogia, Archanes- Asterousia, etc. as they are currently developing their SEAPs by 

adopting the instructions and enjoying technical advice of the Covenant Capacity 

trainers. Municipality of Platania and Apokorona have finalized their SEAP with 

the contribution of students of the National Technical University while thanks to 

Mrs Olga Bertoulaki, staff of the Regional Union of Municipalities, we are able to 

record peer to peer exchange of guidance, sharing knowledge and expertise 

among Cretan municipalities. Additional face to face training will take place 

within February and beyond with scheduled working meetings with the Municipal Energy Teams of Chania, 

Archanes-Asterousia, so that they sign CoM and develop their own SEAPs. Additionally, new tailor-made 

monitoring and working meetings of REAC with each municipality is under implementation.    

http://www.mkbfastighet.se/templates/NewApartmentsProject.aspx?id=297624


 
 

 

 

UK Case study Delivering Energy Efficiency in rural communities 

In 2012, the UK government (through the Department of Energy and Climate Change) provided a funding 

stream for local governments to bid for money to deliver a range of energy efficiency projects. One such 

successful project was developed by Warwickshire County Council together with local partners, to target 2 

villages near Rugby with external wall insulation and other improvements and 

received £347,000 of funding. 

Act on Energy (a local energy charity) worked with Rugby Borough Council to 

contact homes in the target areas to identify potential improvements. Based on 

this information, the County Council worked with several local contractors to 

install the improvements which were fully funded from the government grant. 

The project engaged with around 400 homes and identified nearly 50 which could have worthwhile 

improvements fitted. The majority were solid brick or concrete walled homes dating from the 1930s and 

1950s. The project lasted several months and delivered 34 homes with external wall insulation, 11 high 

efficiency boilers and other insulation improvements. 

In addition, a new website www.energysavinghomes.org.uk was developed to help householders identify 

potential improvements for themselves. £38,000 was made available from various partners to cover the 

development costs and the new website was based on an existing one developed 2 years earlier by Act on 

Energy. The objective was to provide locally relevant information needing very little detail from the 

householder but with the option of adding more from those who could. This 

recognised that many people are not aware of the construction of their own 

homes, but anyone could benefit just by knowing the house age, type and 

number of bedrooms. 

However, providing information about potential improvements is not always 

enough to make people act. One trigger is to identify neighbours who have 

already acted and are saving energy and more importantly, money. The other 

is to put them in touch with local reliable contractors who can give them a fair 

quotation for the work. The website does all of this seamlessly and even gives them the opportunity to 

feedback on their own experiences. 

The website is deliberately locally branded to appeal directly to the local community because that has the 

greatest impact, but with the option for other local government regions to have their own version of the 

website with their local branding, local case studies and local contractors. Ultimately a national resource 

locally relevant to each region. 

 

http://www.energysavinghomes.org.uk/


 
 

 

The city of Ajdovščina uses energy-efficient public lighting 

The Municipality of Ajdovščina successfully implemented the large-scale project of energy-efficient 

refurbishment of public lighting. In the past two years, more than 1500 public lamps have been modernised 

in the municipality. Besides the significant energy savings, such modernisation also brought nature and 

people friendlier lighting.  

The Municipality of Ajdovščina approached the project of energy-efficient refurbishment of public lighting 

thoroughly and achieved favourable results.  

Financial resources for the first part of the project, which included the modernisation of more than 1100 public 

lamps, were acquired from the Cohesion Fund through the public tender of the then Ministry of the Economy. 

The costs of the project in the amount of €173,564.42 were divided between the EU (€71,008.48), the 

Republic of Slovenia and the Municipality of Ajdovščina. The project of energy-efficient refurbishment of 

public lighting brought large cost savings to the municipality and the foreseen annual energy consumption of 

589.38 MWh after the first refurbishment phase, meaning over €80,697.00 per year, which is significantly less 

than before.  

Immediately after the conclusion of the first refurbishment phase, the municipality managed to acquire 

financial resources for the installation of efficient public lighting systems through the Petrolure public tender 

which allowed the project of energy-efficient refurbishment of 

public lighting to continue. Additional €66,168.78 were required 

for the conclusion of the project, of which over 1/3 the 

municipality acquired through the public tender of Petrol. In the 

framework of the second part of the project, 376 public lamps 

were replaced, mainly in rural areas.  

Over 1500 old lamps were replaced with new, energy-efficient 

and environmentally-friendly lamps with regulation. Besides the 

significant energy savings, the refurbishment brought nature and 

people-friendly public lighting which does not illuminate the sky, 

does not disturb the drivers, improves traffic safety and does not 

disturb animals or people. Apart from all above mentioned 

advantages, new lamps are also visually elegant. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Introduction of Energy Management System in the Municipality of Škofja Loka 

The Municipality of Škofja Loka, in the context of its activities for reducing environmental strains and 

optimizing the operation of the municipality, identified the use and cost of energy in public facilities that are 

owned by the municipality as an important factor of optimization. To this end, in 2013 it started actively 

introducing the energy management system in primary schools and kindergartens first, and then also in other 

municipal buildings. The system is based on establishing an accountability system for energy use and cost, and 

an action plan for taking action in energy efficiency. Other public facilities in the area of the Municipality of 

Škofja Loka are also invited to monitor energy use and cost.  Within the framework of introducing the energy 

management system, an energy information system started to be introduced in December 2012, and energy 

efficiency indicators of municipal buildings are monitored with it at the monthly level.  

The introduction of the monitoring system, in which the management and managers of municipal facilities are 

actively involved, has already contributed to the reduction of energy and water use in the second half of 2013. 

In 2014 energy and water use in public facilities owned by the municipality are expected to be reduced by 2 to 

3 % merely on the basis of implementing organizational measures of good management. 

 

 

 Environmental card of Primary School Jelo Janežič, where mostly organizational measures substantially 

improved energy use in 2013. They will have to analyse the justification of 9 % increase in water use. 

It should be noted that comparative analyses of energy use of municipal facilities with sample bases of similar 

facilities were also carried out, and they showed that energy efficiency of the majority of facilities in the 

Municipality of Škofja Loka is above the average. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Energieautonome Kommunen - Energy Self-Sufficient Communities: 2 – 4 April 2014 in Freiburg, Germany 

ICLEI Europe has become exclusive partner of the 4th Congress of Energy Self-Sufficient Communities 

(Energieautonome Kommunen) and organises within the framework of the IEE co-funded project SEAP+ two 

special forums on accessing energy data for Baseline Emission Inventories as well as good practice on SEAP 

implementation. The detailed programme can be accessed here.  

 

As usual, the Congress will be focused on practical information, applicable to the implementation of regional 

energy policy. As in the past experience, at least 250 trade visitors are expected. 

Some of the addressed topics are: 

•Public participation in climate action 

•Local and regional best practice examples 

•Grants and funding for municipalities 

•Energy transition in rural areas 

•Innovative approaches for the energy transition 

•Climate protection concepts 2.0 

•Green energy for business parks 

•Prospects for energy policy and energy supply in Germany 

 

The event will be in German language. - Take advantage of the discount for municipalities and register today – 

here. 

 

Covenant Capacity at Padova and Vicenza: 16-17 Apr., Italy 

Are you starting up or looking for ideas to improve your municipal Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP), with 

a special focus on mobility? 

 

Need ideas for measures? Want to become more ambitious? Solve problems? 

Be inspired - share useful guidance, great ideas and tips on how to proceed with developing and financing your 

SEAP. 

Local political decision-makers keen to learn about municipal energy policy, technical staff working on a Local 

Action Plan are welcome to join: 

- Study tour 16-17 April 2014 - Visit Padova and Vicenza (Italy) measures for Energy Sustainable Mobility and 

financial engineering. 

http://www.energieautonome-kommunen.de/
http://www.seap-plus.eu/
http://www.energieautonome-kommunen.de/sites/energieautonome-kommunen.de/files/dokumente/EAK2014_Programm_Web.pdf
http://www.energieautonome-kommunen.de/kongress-2014-anmeldung


 
 

 

1.5 days power-packed with energy and ideas. A great programme – introducing local policy, cool strategies, 

exemplary approaches, ideas, inspiration – for you! 

  

Learn from sustainable energy experts, exchange with your peers! 

 

For more information contact covenant-capacity@iclei.org  

   

For more upcoming Covenant CapaCITY events visit out event calendar  

mailto:covenant-capacity@iclei.org
http://www.covenant-capacity.eu/eu/event-calendar/

